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Larry Jinks got his

on the family

By 1. William Hill

The new president of the AP
Managing Editors—Robert Larry
Jinks, exeeutive editor of the Miemi
Hevald since 1972—may or may not
be 2 horn editor but, by the time he
was aged 11, he'd become one.

Jinks, elected APME head Oc-
tober 17 in Williamsburg at the or-
ganization’s annual convention,
had become the editor of the Jinks
Jowinal by the time he was in the
fifth grade. The Jinks Journal, in
case there’s anyone who doesn't
know, published a mixture of school
news and round robin material
edizor Jinks was able to assemble
from any and all the family by point-
ing out theyv wouldn't have to write
s6 many letters to relatives if they
contributed to the Jinks Journal.

Robert Haiman, managing editor

of the St. Petersbury Times, recalled’

to E&P being shown page one of
Issue No. 8 of Volume 1 of the Jinks
Journal, pubhshed in May 1940. The
banner mad. ‘Aunt Judy visits Los
Angeles.”.

One bit of famiiz zews for which a
reader of the Jinks Journal would
look in vain, howsv -:-r, because even
the editor dldn know, was why he
was christened just "Larry,” not
“Lawrence.” In Wil‘.iamsburg, Jinks
got a wry smile whan asked about it.
He recalled being told that, long be-
fore he was born in Mt. Pleasant,
Texas, in 1929, his fatner had had a
favoz'ite calf by the name of “Lar-
v

So lngramed were the editing
skills in young Larry Jinks, how-
ever, that the first profegsional
newspapemob he got after gefting a
BJ degree from the Umvexsxts of
Missouri Schobl of Journalism in
1930, was not as a reporter, but as
news editor of the Muskogee (Okla)
Times-Democrat.

He recalled those days after com-
ing in from a tennis game on the
w 111141115!)111'0' Inn courts, resplen-
dent in a Re\ Harrison type hat
worn at a Rex Harrison type angle.
~ “] remember a headline I wrote

back then,” Jinks told E&P. “The
45th Natmnal ‘Guard of Oklahoma
was hot mews in Muskogee and,
when they were called to active
. duty at Camp Polk,
orders
Cevena bw story when the advent of
the 45th in Louisiana produced a

start
newspaper

keeping (probably kept.in sextupli-

cate). Anyhow, over our story about

the shortage 1 wrote 2 headline my -

‘friends’ have never forgotten:
‘Functions of l.)tl‘ IIdlﬂ})el ed by
Paper Shortage.'” Ny

Then, too, b"w!dea his ohvious tal-
ent for editing, Jinks may be the
only newsman extant able to write a
Jetter successful in vettmg ajob. In
Muskogee, he was called in to go to
work as news editor simply oun the
evidence of a letter of application.

“At the time they called me, 1 for-
vot to ask what the pay was,” Jinks

-yecalled. *I didn’t find out till I re-

por ted for work.”

Then again, afte Jinks ha d
se;‘ved two years in Lhe army dur-
ing the Korean war (teachmn‘
psycholooxca.l warfare at Fort
Brage, North Cavolina) anothet let~

ter, this time to managing editor

Miles Wolff of the Gireensboro (IN.C.)
News, got him called in for another
newspaper job, this time to perform
as 2 police reporter.

It was at about this time thatJinks
began wondering if he wanted to
end up as an editor or as a
Washington correspondent. While
thinking it over, he set about using
the GI bill to get a master's degree
at the Columbia Journalismt School
in 1956. (Seven years later, as an
editor, Jinks would be on the 50th
anniversary honors list of the Col-
umbia Journalism School). But,
after getting his master’s, it was

Ltarry ‘.ﬁ_t‘!;‘ti
to “Our Changing Newspapers,”
which incidentally will be an integ-

ral part of the coming vear's
tinuing studies.

con-

“The change isn’t just in technaol--

ogy,” Jinks said, “but editors need
to think more about circulation and
newspaper growth and prosperity
when economics are against us and
young people are )'eadmg less™

He went on to sayx that one thing
APME needs is more general par
ticipation. “We've got to help each
other find what people want to read

and how we can best give it to them.

News is no longer what the old-
timers thought it was. It used tv be
that public institutions defmad

back to reporting, this time covering - news. No longer. Now news is how

city hall for the Charlotte (N.C.) O‘b-
server. “It was also at this time,”
Jinks said, “that 1 had some of my
most interesting e_\'periencers cover-
ing integration.”

The editor in Jinks hadn’t faded,
however. He presently began to
serve as Monday night assistant
city editor and even to fill in on
some editorial writing. In 1959, he
was named city editor of the Char-
lotte Observer. One year later, he
left Charlotte :to become assistant
eity editor of Yhe Miami Herald.

Jinks attended his first APME.

convention in San Diego in 1966, the

yvear he became managing editor
after serving as city editor cmd as-
sistant managing ‘€ditor- of the
Miami Hexdld B\ then, the

AV ents affeet people.”
- As he talked, Jinks was chrtra(,m

_tuht)&dly intense and serious. “J

keep reminding myself not to forget
humor,” he said once.

But serious and dedicated is what
Jinks is and, as a IFlortda competitor
remarked during the APME con-
vention, “He is one of the best or-
ganized and coolest editors in.the
business

bnﬂappable Jm‘“ may be at the

office, but not at home with his wife,.
Claire, and thehr three children—
Ldma Beth, Dantel Carlton (who
has revived the Jinks Journual) and
Beau Pottorff, -

“Whenever Larry has to play
handyman,” Mrs. Jinks says, “1
have totake the children cut of the |

% 1 Bah 1 R I e for them Lo see .
were to play them @gﬁi@ﬁa&ek}vas amo, n2 oBc AU 8%[ A 4We SN de‘*&xp]aster and hear

As APME’s | new presxdent Jinks that language. But I'l tell you one

said he thinks that study of the

thing that's

for sure about Larey ¢




